Looking back, Looking Forward           1 January 2007

    2006 has indeed been a very interesting and fulfilling year for me. On 1st January, 2006 I made a break with my earlier commercial interests,- and started  working and devoting my time fully to Right to Information (RTI). In the last one year, RTI has come on the agenda of the Nation. Numerous people have been working on spreading this in the Country, and it  has truly become a People's Campaign. It has also got got three National stars- Anna Hazare, Aruna Roy and Arvind Kejriwal. The march will continue,- the Campaign has just begun with the As. We still have another 25 alphabets (from B to Z), which the Nation will throw up. Very significantly, the media and its various constituents have taken it like their own campaign and by now, perhaps over ten million Citizens will atleast be aware of the Citizen-empowering RTI. A few lakh RTI applications have been made with varying results. In about 5 to 10% of the cases, there has been a clear success like getting ration cards, passports, incometax refunds. In larger matters like stopping the water privatisation of Delhi, stopping the loss of  about four thousand crores of Public money-Crawford market scam also, it has succeeded. In another 20-30% of the cases, it has made some impact on governance, and most importantly making the Citizen the focus of this democracy. The expectation is that this will grow exponentially at a rate which could double each year for the first five years.
    There are some dangers. The rulers are not comfortable with giving up the Raj. An attempt to dilute the Act in August, was thwarted by Citizen's protests in many parts of the Nation. A large number of officials charged with giving the information do not have even a rudimentary knowledge of the Act. The Information Commissions instituted to safegaurd and implement the Act  have been found wanting in the misssionary zeal to deliver their mandate. With some efforts and pressure from Citizens; coupled with  and various well-meaning Government officials and media support, these will be resolved to transform India into a true Swaraj- a participatory democracy which we had missed earlier.
    On a personal front. I am trying to propogate the idea of the importance of individual Citizen action-the power of one. I get an opportunity to share my thoughts with over a thousand people each month at RTI workshops with groups of diverse social and economic backgrounds. I have become the Convenor of the National Campaign for People's Right to Information (NCPRI),- a powerful networking platform, which is not a formal organisation. My daughter Ayesha got married to the young man she loved- Omesh Tickoo. Omesh works in Intel and both of them stay in Portland. Omesh, Ayesha and my wife Bharti continue to support my work and encourage me. Bharti has figured out why RTI has become my passion.She says that inspired by Bharti-naam, I took the last three words from her name as my mission. 
       
       A prayer and a hope that India becomes a land with better implementation of laws,
       Citizen empowerment leads to  the Swaraj we need and want.
       India becomes a little more caring about those who are dispossessed,
       and becomes a land which respects their rights and empathises 
       with their sorrows and their plight.

       Shining India aspires to be a Caring India.
  A Very Happy and Information Filled Year for all of us and our families.
bharti and  shailesh gandhi
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